Ki Utsuri
By

Keelan Smllie

After an underpaid barista finds herself in possession
of a koi worth mllions she nust keep its existence a
secret as the annual koi auction date approaches.



Character bios

Penny (25) is an optimistic person who works hard as an underpaid barista; however, she is
impatient and tends to be petty. She ties to be a good person, but simultaneously believe that
the world owes her something after growing up in poverty with only her grandmother caring
for her. She did not grow up with the best education and lacked the opportunity to study, she
expects life to be hard on her and that’s why she doesn’t attempt to find a better job that can
offer her a better life. When she finds the fish and finds out its worth, she is quick to decide to
auction it off, but is more than willing to share the riches with her friend Turk. After finding
out that the fish belongs to someone else, she is determined to keep the fish, but does
experience guilt.

Turk (27) is a bitter and honest person; he despises the wealthy and only is drawn to people
who have been just as unfortunate as he has been growing up. He was orphaned and became
and angry child, fighting with other children which resulted him in never getting adopted and
remaining an unwanted child. He works at a library because he enjoys the silence and having
little to deal with people as possible and fell in love with reading resulting in him educating
himself using the books. He cares deeply for Penny, because she had a hard life growing up
like he did and they both want more in life, but feeling like they could never get it.

Cherry (72) is a lonely and verbally abusive old woman. Her husband died thirty years ago
leaving her alone and angry over him leaving without her. The restaurant was once her
husband’s, it was popular years ago, but is now understaffed and needing maintenance that
she can’t afford. Turk and Penny are regulars and Cherry has only ever been kind to them,
giving them some guidance about life when she can and giving them food when they had
none. She travelled a lot when she was younger and often tells those stories to Turk and
Penny, educating them on places and the things she has learnt.



I NT. CHERRY'S RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Besi des a GROUP OF MEN at the bar and PENNY and TURK sitting
across fromone another as a table closest to the door the
restaurant is enpty.

Cl assical Chinese nusic is nuffled due to the old speakers.
Tiles are cracked, red curtains stained, and red and bl ue
| ights decorate the ceiling.

Penny gl ances up at Turk who stares at the nmenu on the table.
She opens her nouth to speak, but hesitates. She lifts the
menu cl oser to her face and | oose pages fall out, she
awkwar dl y gat hers then placing them back on the table. Turk
notices and rai ses an eyebrow at her. She smles awkwardly.

The group of nmen get |ouder, hanging on each other and
spilling their beer over the counter and floor wthout a
care. Turk stares at them

TURK
Thi s pl ace has becone a dunp.

Penny wi nces, glancing at the group of men then back at Turk.
PENNY
It is cheap here. Plus Cherry does go
out of her way to take care of us.

Turk scoffs.

TURK
The old woman is bitterly |onely,
she' |l care for us before..

He uses his fingers to make fake fangs.

TURK ( CONT' D)
Si nking her teeth in our necks and
suck us dry.

Penny narrows her eyes at him His arns fall to his side.

PENNY
You need to stop reading vanpire
novel s and read sonething that wll
benefit you.
(beat)
God knows | shoul d.
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TURK
You know, | can just as easily get
t hose books to you, the security there
isn't the best.

PENNY
(sarcastic)
Ironic, the security guard for a
library is the one who steals the
books.

CHERRY, a short old Asian wonman in a greasy apron and | arge

t hi ck gl asses, waddles up to themw th an enpty tray in hand.
Turk and Penny great her with a respectful |ight bow of the
head. Cherry smles widely at them and opens her arns wide in
greeti ng.

CHERRY
My children! Good you cone, food is
hot .

PENNY

Got a crowed tonight Cherry.

Penny notions to the group of nen. Cherry's smle turns
bitter as she glances at the rowdy nmen, she |eans closer to
Turk and Penny, who, in turn, |ean closer to her too.

CHERRY
(whi sper)
While they aren't looking | spit in
t heir beer.

Cherry | aughs loudly, clutching her tray. Turk snickers,
gl anci ng back at the group of nen.

TURK
They definitely | ook |like they deserve
it.

Cherry waves her hands in agreenent and shakes her head
di sapprovi ngly.

CHERRY
Too loud tonight, I want here enpty
soon. What you want ?

Cherry pulls the tray in front of her, she whips out a

not epad and pen. She stares at Penny patiently. Penny shy's
away awkwardly, she briefly |ooks at the nmenu and turns back
to Cherry with a confident smle
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PENNY
Fi sh and Chi ps.

Cherry's eyes wi den and she waves her fingers at them

CHERRY
(whi sper)
Fish not fresh, you get better

chi cken.
Turk's nmouth falls open in shock and Penny frowns.

TURK
Now the fish isn't good, when will you
get better stock Cherry?

Cherry hesitates, she glances around her restaurant, the
dirty curtains and sone broken tables. She shakes her head
and notions towards the rowdy nen.

CHERRY
When there is nore noney. But for now,
bad custonmers will get bad food and

good custoners...

Cherry smles at Turk and Penny. Turk hesitates, but smles
back. Penny places a conforting hand on Cherry's arm Cherry
smles sweetly at them

CHERRY ( CONT' D)
Good custoners will get better food
and you not get sick.

Cherry scribbles down the order and puts away her notepad and
pen as quick as she had taken it out. Penny gl ances around,
deep in thought.

PENNY
If I ever win the Lottery I will only
share it with you and TurKk.

Turk nods know ngly.

TURK
|'d probably do the sane.

Cherry abruptly | aughs |oudly, taking Penny and Turk by
surpri se.

CHERRY
| not share with you, | |eave here and
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live on big boat, forever
Turk and Penny both |augh. Cherry points at Penny know ngly.

CHERRY
And | buy that coffee shop you work in
and give you a rai se.

Penny chuckl es.

PENNY
(sarcastic)
Thank you Cherry.

TURK
And me?

Cherry narrows her eyes at him

CHERRY
You work with books forever. Good for
anger .

The rowdy nen get even | ouder as one of then starts pushing
at another. A glass breaks and Cherry turns and sighs. Turk
stares at the men and abruptly narrows his eyes angrily.

TURK
Just ask Cherry, and it will be done.

Cherry blinks, surprised and Penny frowns.

PENNY
| would prefer if you didn't, you
could get hurt or worse--

Cherry puts a finger on Penny's nouth, silencing her. Cherry
shrugs at Penny and turns to Turk, still eyeing the group of
nmen.

CHERRY
| gnore her, you do it, less work and
worry for nme.
Penny bl i nks, shocked.

PENNY
Cherry!

Turk smles confidently and stands up, stretching his arns,
eyes | ocked on the, now rowdy, group of nen.
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TURK
You heard the old wonan.

Penny rolls her eyes and massages her tenples. Cherry smrks
as she wal ks away towards the kitchen.

PENNY
(sternly)
" mnot stitching you up afterwards.

Turk | aughs.

TURK
You won't need to.

Turk marches up to the rowdy group of nmen and | ands a sudden
hard punch in the face of one of them They all yell as they
throw fists at Turk. Turk uses his large frane to protect

hi nsel f. He swi ngs hard punches at all of them and one by one
they fall unconscious. Penny watches on, shacking her head

di sapprovi ngly.

PENNY
(to herself)
This is going to be expensive.

FADE TO BLACK;
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I NT. PENNY'S APARTMENT - DAY

Cherry is hunched over the fish in a children's inflatable
pool . There is a sudden | oud knocking at the door. Cherry
fromms and slowy gets up and waddl es towards the door

CHERRY
Yes, yes | cone now.

There is nore | oud knocking. Cherry shakes her head in
frustration.

CHERRY ( CONT' D)
Wait, inpatient children.

EXT. PENNY' S APARTMENT - DAY- CONTI NUOUS

Cherry sw ngs open the door, CHARLES and JAMES stare back at
her, surprised, in full formal suites and a collection of
papers in hand. Cherry narrows her eyes at them and frowns
deeply. Charles glances at Janes and Janes shrugs.

CHARLES
Hello m ss are you--

Cherry raises her hand, silencing him

CHERRY
Shush man, what you want ?

Charles blinks, surprised. He nervously glances at Janes then
back at Cherry.

CHARLES
Uh, we are here to ook at the fish.

Cherry narrows her eyes at them Charles cocks his head to
t he side curiously.

CHARLES
W are fromthe auction

Cherry's eyes wi den and she sm|es w dely.

CHERRY
Ah, come in, cone.
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| NT. PENNY'S APARTMENT - DAY - CONTI NUOUS

Cherry waddl es towards the fish and Charles and James foll ow
her in. Charles and Janes stare in awe at the fish in the
inflatable pool. Charles licks his |lips and points at the
fish.

CHARLES
Where is the paper work?

Cherry frowns, glancing at the fish and back at Charl es.

CHERRY
What paper work?

PENNY (O. S)
Cherry, why is the door open.

Cherry gasps. She stares at Charles.

CHERRY
(1 oudl y)
There are nen here.

Penny and Turk walk in, they stare at Charles and Janmes with
concern. Penny and Turk slowy nove beside Cherry. Turk eyes
Charl es and Janes accusingly.

PENNY
Hel | 0?

TURK
Who are you two.

Charl es straightens his blazer and stares seriously at Penny.

CHARLES
W are fromthe auction, we have
suspected that this Koi has been
st ol en.

Penny scoffs. Turk's eyes widen and Cherry's nouth falls open
i n shock.

PENNY
It was not stolen.

Charles smrks confidently. Turk grits his teeth.
CHARLES

Then where is the Koi's paper work.
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PENNY
It doesn't have.

Charl es nods knowi ngly at Janes.

CHARLES
A rare koi like this has to have paper
work, and if this koi does not then it
is clearly stolen and we have to
confiscate it fromyou and ban you
fromthe auction

Penny steps defiantly forward. Cherry takes hold of her arm
hol di ng her back as Turk watches on.

PENNY
No! It isn't stolen, | can get you the
paper worK.

CHARLES
You nean make your own paper worK.

Turk clenches his fists and steps forward. Cherry w dens her
eyes and grabs Turk's armtoo, keeping Penny and Turk back.

TURK
Don't talk to her like that.

CHARLES
Oh pl ease, look at this place, |ook at
where you are keeping the fish.
doubt that a poor bunch of bottom
feeders |ike you are the legitimte
owners of this fish.

Cherry lets go of Turk and Penny and pushes past them
poi nting accusingly at Charles.

CHERRY
You can't take that fish!

Charl es nptions James to | eave.

PENNY
It is mne you have no right!

CHARLES
We have every right. You can expect a
very strong worded email fromthe
organi zers | ater today.
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Janmes returns with a portable fish bag. James pushes past
Cherry, Turk and Penny and scoops the fish into the bag.
Penny squints her eyes as sees Janes |eave with the fish.
Charl es smrks confidently.

CHARLES
Now behave yoursel ves and don't even
t hi nk about com ng to the auction.

Penny wi pes away the tears falling down her cheek. Cherry
sighs and pulls Penny into a hug. Turk stares down at
Charl es. Charles shrugs and slowly marches out the apartnent.

PENNY
What are we going to do?

Turk turns towards Penny, he shakes his head | ooking at Penny
enbraci ng Cherry.

TURK
Can't we steal it back?
CHERRY
Koi things don't work |ike that, high

security.
Penny pulls away from Cherry.

PENY
You heard what he said. The auction
will make sure we won't get near that
fish.

TURK
Then what are we going to do?

Penny w pes away her tears. She takes in a deep breath and
gl ances at Turk and Cherry.

PENNY
| can call soneone who can hel p, or at
| east, m ght have the paper work from
the fish.

Turk and Cherry both frown, confused. Turk hesitates.

TURK
Sonmeone with the paper work?
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10.

EXT. AUCTION - DAY

Penny, Turk, DAN and Cherry burst through a tent's flaps with
Turk carrying a transparent tank with the Koi inside. Four
security guards chase themthrough the crowds.

PENNY
Hurry Tur k!

Turk huffs as he struggles to keep the heavy tank steady.

TURK
| can only run so fast with a fish
this big.

Cherry breathes heavily and abruptly stops hol di ng her back
in pain.

CHERRY
Go without ne. | can't run nore.

One security guard takes Cherry by the armand sl owy guides
her away as Penny, Dan and Turk continue running forward.

PENNY
Cherry!

DAN
It is too |late for her, keep running
to freedom

Dan runs faster, passing Turk. Turk blinks, surprised by
Dan' s speed.

TURK
Crazy man.

The three of themdart down a different alleyway of tents.
Suddenly Dan gasps and points forward. Modre security guards
are now in front of them

PENNY
Oh no! Quickly go down a different
pat h.

Dan nods and runs in a different direction. Penny and Turk
foll ow him
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11.

TURK
Wait! We are going the wong way.

Penny gl ances around her and gasps.

PENNY
Way are you taking us back to the
center!

DAN

| have a pl an.
Turk grunts.

TURK
You are an idiot.

PENNY
Just trust him

TURK
Both of you are idiots.

Suddenly Dan darts into the open in the mddle of the
auction. The crowd surrounding himstare at him Penny and
Turk follow, but Penny bites her |ip nervously.

DAN
St op here!

Penny and Turk abruptly stop al ongside Dan. Security guards
close in on them and surround themon all sides.

TURK
What have you gotten ourselves into.

Dan | ooks back at Penny and Turk, smling confidently.

DAN
Trust nme and we can all win.

Penny frowns, shacking her head, unsure.

PENNY
| "' m seriously doubting you right now.

TURK
| thought you told me to trust him

Penny snaps her gaze towards Turk and narrows her eyes at
hi m
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12.

PENNY
Yeah? And | changed ny mnd, | have no
i dea what to do.

Charl es and Janes energe fromthe crowed, noving past the
security guards and towards TurKk.

CHARLES
You really got sone nerve coning here
to steal that fish.

PENNY
It is not yours!

Charl es scow s at Penny.

CHARLES
And neither is yours.
DAN
It is mne.

Charl es | aughs out | oud.

CHARLES
Don't make nme | augh. A bum |ike you
with a fish like this?

Charl es noves towards Turk and reaches out for the fish tank.
Turk pulls away, staring threateningly at Charles.

TURK
| wouldn't.

CHARLES
(whi sper)
You know what happens if you don't
give it to ne right?

Turk reluctantly gives Charles the fish. Charles steps away.

DAN
You can't take ny fish, I own it.
CHARLES
(sarcasn
Real | y?
DAN

Yes, | ook here.
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13.

Dan rummages t hrough his coat and pockets. He quickly takes
of f his shoe and pulls out a collection of folded papers. He
hol ds them up confidently.

DAN
Here! The fish's real documentati on.

Charl es quickly snatches the pages and | ooks through them
i ntensely. Suddenly his eyes widen in disbelief.

CHARLES
It can't Dbe.

Penny snatches the papers from himand hands them back to
Dan. She smrks at Charles.

PENNY
It sure is, which neans you are the
real thief.

Charl es hesitates, and points accusingly at Penny. The crowd
gasps around him

CHARLES
No you are the thief.

DAN
She has been taking care of it for ne
whil e | have been busy.

Penny gl ances at Dan and smiles sweetly. She turns back to
Charles, staring at him

PENNY
You m ght want to give the fish back

Charl es sneers at her and hesitantly hands the fish back to
Turk. Turk smrks as he takes the fish back in his arns.
Charl es | eans towards Penny.

CHARLES
This will not be the last tinme we
neet, | can assure you.

Penny sm | es anusingly.

PENNY
| count on it.

Charl es wal ks away and di sappears into the crowed. The
security teamsoon turn to | eave as well.
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