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Logline:

After Caer appears to Aengus one night, he grows increasingly
lovesick. He and his family are desperate to reunite them
before Aengus’s condition significantly worsens and he dies
from loneliness.

Synopsis:

AENGUS YOUNG and his half-brothers BODB DERG, CERMAIT and AED
are summoned to their father, DAGDA. Dagda alongside BOANN,
Aengus’s birth mother, addresses their sons and rewards
Aengus's brothers with land to govern over, leaving nothing
to Aengus. Aengus protests, but Dagda explains that Aengus
does nothing but drink and charm women, rather than helping
citizens and defeating enemies as his brothers have done.
Aengus's brothers mock Aengus stating that the god of love
has no one who truly loves him.

Aengus is furious at them all and storms off while his
brothers mockingly blow kisses. Boann motions for BRIGIT, his
half-sister, to comfort him. Aengus is bitter and states that
he will never be what his father wants him to be and that
every woman he encounters only love him for his youth and
beauty. Brigit comforts him, but Aengus leaves, stating he
will do what he does Dbest.

Before dawn Aengus arrives in his chambers in a drunken daze.
He sings to his birds and quickly falls quiet, looking at the
pair lovingly. Suddenly an apparition of a beautiful girl
appears, startling Aengus. After a brief conversation Aengus
hesitantly offers her his hand. She reaches out, but the
morning sunlight fills the room and she disappears. Aengus
collapses into anguish.

Brigit visits Aengus. She gasps at his pale completion and
demands he sees a physician. He argues that he is fine.
Brigit is worried and sends a messenger to Boann about

his condition. Boann arrives with FERGNE, a respected
physician. Aengus is hesitant. Fergne states that Aengus
is love sick. Aengus hesitantly tells them about the

girl.

Boann pleads Dagda to help Aengus. Dagda argues with Boann,
but eventually reveals that he knows of the girl Aengus had
seen and that she is Caer, daughter of Ethal Anbuil. Dagda
goes on to say that Ethal Anbuil, king of Sid, is too
powerful to fight and too stubborn to listen. Boann convinces
Dagda to try and help Aengus.



Dagda takes Aengus to a lake near Sid. Dagda warns Aengus
that Caer is there, but they can't have any interaction with
her in order not to anger Ethal Anbuil. There are many girls
wearing silver necklaces. Cear is there and Dagda is forced
to lead Aengus away. Aengus becomes weak and Dagda struggles
to comfort him.

Dagda visits King Ailill and Queen Maeve and hesitantly asks
for them to help get Caer. He tells them that Aengus has
fallen in love with her. Ailill and Maeve explain that they
would have to go to war to get Caer. A messenger is sent to
Ethal Anbuail. The messenger returns and quotes that Ethal
Anbuail will not give his daughter to the son of Dagda.

Ailill and Dagda brought their armies and destroyed Sid.
Ethal Anbuail reveals that he can't give Caer to Angus
because she is currently in the form of a swan and will leave
the land and fly soon. Ailill and Dagda convince Ethal to
tell them that she will not return for a full year.

Dagda sends a messenger via Aengus's birds. He tells Aengus
to hurry to the lake, Loch Bel Dracon, as Caer will leave.
Dagda goes on to say that he is proud of Aengus for following
his heart as that is what Dagda had done for Boann when he
was younger.

Aengus arrives at the lake and finds many white swans with
silver necklaces. Aengus stands at the edge of the lake and
calls out to Caer. She comes to him and makes Aengus promise
to let her return to the water when she wishes. Aengus agrees
and Caer walks with him around the lake. Aengus then lets her
return to the water. He watches her swim out for a moment
before he jumps into the water and emerges as a swan himself.
Caer and Aengus dance and swim together. The pair take
flight, flying over lands and castles.



I NT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - THRONE ROOM - MORNI NG

BODB DERG, CERVAI T and AED march into the throne room and
kneel before king DAGDA and queen BOANN. Boann qui ckly | ooks
ar ound.

BOANN
Where i s young Aengus?

BODB DERG suddenly ri ses.

BODB DERG
My queen, your son was at the market
pl ace the last we heard of his
wher eabout s.

Boann frowns and turns towards Dagda.

DAGDA
Lets not bother and conti nue.

Boann signals and notions to Dagda's sons to ri se.

DAGDA ( CONT' D)
My sons, |'ve heard of your great--

AENGUS suddenly bolts into the throne room

AENGUS
|'mhere, |'m here!

Boann sm |l es as Aengus stands in |ine besides his brothers.

BOANN
Ah, ny son. Your tardiness is
sonet hi ng that nust be fixed.

Dagda frowns.

DAGDA
My boy, don't be | ate again.

Aengus gives a shy smle. Dagda sighs.

DAGDA ( CONT' D)
|"ve heard of your great success in
far |l ands and nost of you have w ves
and are planning a famly. | have
deci ded to award you, your own | ands
to govern over and devel op.



Bobd Derg, Cermait, Aed and Aengus all sm|e.

DAGDA ( CONT' D)
My el dest, Bobd Derg | award you Lake-
town, already popul ated by citizens.

BODB DERG
Thank you f at her.
DAGDA
Cermait, | award you Phoeni x Vall ey.
CERMAI T
Thank you f at her.
DAGDA
And Aed, | award you the WIld Pl anes
south of Sid.
AED
Thank you very nuch father. | wll
ensure the Wld Planes will forever

supply us with the strongest horses.

DAGDA
My sons, your nother will be very
proud of you, may this bring her joy
in the heavens.

Boann nonentarily | ooks away, al nost ashamed. Bobd Derg steps
f orward

BODB DERG
Fat her, nother is always overjoyed
wi th each breathe we take.

DAGDA
Thank you ny sons, you are al
di sm ssed.

AENGUS
Wait what about nme?

The roomfalls silent. Dagda quickly frowns.

DAGDA
Aengus, you have no right to speak out
of line like that.

AENGUS
Sorry father, but why have ny brothers



received such gifts and | have not
recei ved anyt hi ng?

DAGDA
| do recall nentioning their successes
resulting in these rewards.

Boann | owers her gaze from Aengus. Bodb Derg | eans towards
Aengus.

BODB DERG
Maybe be it is because your nother
sai d no--

DAGDA

Bobd Derg, stop spitting nonsense.
Bodb Derg straightens. Dagda rubs his tenples.

DAGDA ( CONT' D)
Aengus, you need to understand that
rewards are given to those who work,
as your brothers have in both the
battl es they have taken part in and
manual labor in this city.

AENGUS
Then why sumon nme and nake ne watch
you reward thenf

DAGDA
To encourage you to do better than
drinking and flirting with the | ocal
wonen.

Aengus's face turns red and he lowers his gaze. Bodb Derg,
Cermait and Aed start snickering. Dagda rolls his eyes.

DAGDA ( CONT' D)
My young boy, you need to nake
sonething of your life. Find a girl to
settle dowmn with or join the arny.

Boann gently brushes Dagda's arm She gently shakes her head.
DAGDA ( CONT' D)
Not the arny, but anything other than
dri nki ng and the wonen.

Aengus frowns.



AENGUS
VWat if | can't resist the wonen and
t he al cohol ?

DAGDA
Then be prepared to live as a conmon
folk in the streets than a prince in a
pal ace in the future.

Aengus is shocked, Bobd Derg bursts into |aughter.

BODB DERG
Forgive nme father, but Aengus hasn't
worked a day in his life and | al so
doubt that he will settle down.

Aengus junps up with clenched fists.

AENGUS
What makes you think | can't settle
dowmn with a girl?

BODB DERG
Aengus, you're the god of |ove, wonen
fall for you wherever you go, but they
are only attracted to your beauty and
will never truly love you in both sou
and m nd.

Aengus i s speechless. Cermait and Aen | augh.

CERVAI T
| guess Aengus is going to be a
commmoner .

Bodb Derg, Cermait, Aed and Dagda | augh. Boann stands up,
silencing the room

BOANN
Enough of this.

AENGUS
Mot her pl ease don't stand up for ne. |
shoul d be able to handl e nysel f.

Boann's gaze softens at the sight of Aengus. She slowy
settles back in her seat. Dagda gl ances at Boann and back at
his sons.

DAGDA
Per haps, that is enough. You are al



DAGDA ( CONT' D)
di sm ssed.

Aengus is the first to turn and stormout of the throne room
with his brother slowy doing the sane.

EXT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - CORRI DOR - MORNI NG

Aengus | eans over the banister, |ooking out over the city. He
sighs and begins to humin a gentle tune.

BRGT (OS.)
Are you okay?

Aengus qui ckly turns around and sees BRIG T.

AENGUS
Oh Brigit, it's just you.

Brigit slowy approaches Aengus, swaying gently.

BRIGT
How you feeling after that?

Brigit notions her head towards the throne room

AENGUS
You saw it?

Aengus runs his hands through his hair.

BRIGT
You woul d have to be deaf not to have
heard it.

Brigit lifts herself and sits on the banister. Brigit giggles
to herself.

AENGUS
| "' m guessi ng nom sent you?

BRIGT
She was very worried and told ne to
make sure that you were alright.

AENGUS
Yes |'mfine, it was just an
overwhel m ng nonent. The anger and
frustration of it all was just
bui | di ng.



BRIGT
Anyone woul d have been overwhel ned if
they were just told they were a waste
of space. | can understand your
frustration, it was unfair of Dagda to
make you watch your brothers get
rewar ded.

Aengus sighs and | eans back.

AENGUS
Step brothers... | guess it really did
sound like | was a waste of space,
just here with nothing to offer.

Brigit playfully hits Aengus's arm

BRIGT
Don't be silly I was only joking. | am
sure that you will find a lovely girl
who woul d want to spend the rest of
her life with you.

AENGUS
As nmuch as | want to believe it, that
sounds i npossi ble. Wnen only | ove ne
because |I' m beautiful not because they
see a future with ne.

Brigit |aughs.

BRIGT
That doesn't sound that bad!

Aengus turns to her.

AENGUS
Becom ng a commoner doesn't sound that
bad either. I will still flirt with
wonen. | would just need work to pay
for nmy drinks and neal s.

Brigit frowns and shakes her head.

BRIGT
Aengus, you can't possibly believe
that you are okay with becom ng a
commoner and be ki cked out of the
pal ace. First of all the al cohol you
drink is far nore expensive than you
think it is and secondly, no woman



BRIG T (CONT' D)
will want to settle with a drunk that
used to be a prince.

Aengus slowy wal ks away fromthe banister and Brigit foll ows
hi m

AENGUS
| guess | will have to do what | do
best .
Brigit |aughs.
BRIGAT

And what woul d that be?

AENGUS
Dri nk and bed wonen!

Aengus suddenly takes off running through the corridor.

BRIAT
Ch ny god Aengus no! That is the
conpl ete opposite thing you should do
ri ght now.

Aengus | aughs and waves goodbye to Brigit.
| NT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - CASTLES PRI VATE BAR - EVEN NG

Aengus is drinking and has two BEAUTI FUL G RLS at his sides.
The bar's BAND i s playing fast pace nusic. Aengus turns and
ki sses one of the girls. LUGJS throws his arns over Aengus's
shoul der s, | aughi ng.

LUGUS
Oh Angus! Pl ease make ne your wonan.

Aengus playfully shoves Lugus off him
AENGUS
Stop it ny friend, you are
enbarrassing nme in front of these
beauti ful wonen.
The wonen smile awkwardly at Lugus.

LUGUS
Oh pi ss-posh.

Lugus grabs Aengus and pulls himaway fromthe wonen.



LUGUS
Excuse us | adi es.

Aengus tries to break free, but Lugus |ocks Aengus agai nst
hi m

AENGUS
Lugus you brute, | was going to take
t hem hone.

Lugus | aughs and hands Aengus anot her dri nk.

LUGUS
And then what? Sleep with them You
will wake with them m ssing the next
norning, return to this bar and repeat
t he process?

Aengus falls silent and dramatically | ooks back towards the
wonen.

AENGUS
But isn't that Heaven?

Lugus playfully hits Aengus on the head.
LUGUS
Your brothers would gut you if they
heard that this is how you descri be
the place where their nother rests.

Aengus takes a long sip fromhis drink.

AENGUS
She wasn't ny not her.
LUGUS
Still, you need to show respect in

order to receive it. Sane thing with
wonen. G ve themrespect and they show
you respect... that is usually how you
will know what girl will be yours.

Lugus takes another cup and finishes it.
AENGUS
Isn't your wife one of the nost feared
and high ranked wonmen in the armny?

Lugus spits out his drink and collapses in a fit of |aughter.



LUGUS
Yes! Yes! She could cut off ny head
and | would certainly let her! But
hell, | love her.

Aengus' s | aughter suddenly grows quiet.

AENGUS
| envy you Lugus. | long to be happy
wi th someone. To spend the rest of ny
life with soneone, preferable, away
fromthis city.

Lugus pulls hinmself up.

LUGUS
Why? What is wong with the wonen in
this city?

Aengus gl ances at all the wonen in the bar and smles.

AENGUS
My friend, there is nothing wong with
the wonen in this city. What | neant
was that | would prefer a woman from
somewhere el se. Were she will never
have to know about ne having been with
nearly every woman in this city.

LUGUS
No. No, young Aengus. Love is built on
honesty. If you ever find--

Aengus frowns at Lugus, Lugus gives an awkward | augh and
conti nues.

LUGUS ( CONT' D)
| nmean, when you find a girl you
shoul d be honest. If she | eaves you,
t hen she wasn't nmeant for you, but if
she stays...

Lugus | eans towards Aengus.
LUGUS ( CONT' D)
(whi speri ng)
Then, Aengus, she is the one for you.

Aengus' s eyes w den.



10.

AENGUS
You really believe that Lugus?

Lugus shrugs.

LUGUS
Yes of course. Any woman who stays,
after hearing how many wonen you have
been with, nust be crazy enough to
marry you.

Lugus | aughs and Aengus | aughs with him

AENGUS
My friend, you are an asshol e.

I NT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - AENGUS' S HOVE - EVEN NG

Aengus stubbl es through the front door in a drunken daze. He
struggles to close his door and wanders over to his pair of
phoeni x birds. The birds starts singing to Aengus.

AENGUS
Such a beautiful song.

Aengues wat ches the birds sing together, they appears to be
danci ng. Aengus's sm | e suddenly fades. He sighs and very
carefully approaches his birds and strokes them

AENGUS
Not needing |ove for so |l ong and
suddenly it is something | feel
can't live wthout.

The birds chirps and Aengus sm | es.

AENGUS
You want a song?

The birds chirp repeatedly and flap their w ngs. Aengus
| aughs.

AENGUS
Okay Shhhh... 1'Il sing.

The birds fall silent and Aengus snmiles. He takes a deep
breath and begins to sing in octaves. It is a song of sadness
and | onel i ness.

CAER (O . S.)
What a heart breaki ng song.



Aengus, startled, abruptly stands up. Suddenly, a very
beautiful girl, coated in water floats towards the birds.
Aengus i s speechl ess.

CAER
These poor birds will die after
hearing such a sad song.

She turns towards Aengus.

CAER ( CONT' D)
Wiy are you so sad?

Aengus qui ckly shakes his head and stares at her.

AENGUS
Un.. |I'mnot sad.

Caer floats closer to him

CAER
But that song, it sounded |ike a nman
wai ling for his dead | over.

Aengus's face turns red.

AENGUS
| have no dead | over

CAER
Per haps your |over left you?

Aengus immedi ately turns away from Caer.

AENGUS
VWat? No. |I... | have no | over.

CAER
Then crying out for a |over?

Aengus falls quiet and sighs.

AENGUS

Yeah, that mght be it.
CAER

You nust be lonely at night?
AENGUS

No. | mean | don't often spend the

ni ghts al one.

11.



Caer | aughs.

CAER

12.

Then why sing like that if you are not

conpl etely al one?

Aengus pouts. Folds his arns over his chest.

CAER

Don't act like a child. You' re a grown

man.

AENGUS

Funny. No one really treats ne |ike

one.

Cear noves cl oser to Aengus, |ooking curious.

CAER

Wiy? Are you retarded or sonething?

AENGUS

"' mnot retarded. Just the youngest of
my siblings. By the way you shoul d not

call people retarded, it i
CAER

What if you are retarded,
AENGUS

But, I'mnot retarded.
CAER

But what if you are?

AENGUS
What in gods nane are you

S rude.

t hen what ?

doi ng. |

just said that 1'mnot. Are you deaf

or sonet hi ng.
Caer falls quiet.

CAER
Now, that, was rude.

Aengus stares at Caer in disbelief.
Aengus | aughs with her.

AENGUS

Caer cracks a | augh and

Good grief you are strange.



Caer | ooks down at her hands and | aughs.

CAER
Yes, |I'm here through dream pool .
Everything about this interaction is

strange.
Aengus suddenly straightens up.

AENGUS
VWait you're real ?

Caer cocks her head to the side, inquisitively.

CAER
Yes?

Aengus junps forwards towards her.
AENGUS
My lady | apologize |I thought you were
a drunken del usi on.

Caer pauses and bursts into |aughter.

CAER
My goodness you are such a silly man.
|"min a dream pool. | heard your song

and cane to investigate.
Aengus blinks in disbelief.

AENGUS
You are in a dream pool ? Were?

CAER
| usually don't use a dream pool to
tel eport nmy conscious, but | wanted to
try it.

AENGUS
Pl ease give ne your nane ny | ady.

Caer gl ances around the room She |ooks at Aengus.

CAER
No. | don't think so.

Aengus | aughs.

13.



14.

AENGUS
You are tornmenting ne.

CAER
Nope, just teasing you.

Cear smles at Aengus.

CAER ( CONT' D)
| think I Iike you. You are very
funny.

Aengus | ooks at her, hopeful.

AENGUS
Pl ease, give ne your nane.

Cear opens her nmouth to speak and suddenly sees the sunlight
slowy rising. As the light pours into the room Caer

di sappears. She | ooks longingly at Aengus. Aengus's face
turns into terror.

AENGUS
No!

CAER
Goodbye, funny boy.

Aengus junps up and dives to enbrace Caer. She di sappears in
his arnms. Aengus col | apses onto the ground staring into his
enpty hands.

I NT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - AENGUS HOVE - MORNI NG
Brigit opens Aengus's door. She frowns confused.

BRIGT
Aengus! Are you hone, apparently you
didn't join nomfor breakfast.

Brigit slowy wal ks through the house. She | ooks at the birds
and the birds are staring at the bal cony doors. Brigit frowns
and hesitantly tip-toes towards the bal cony doors.

BRIG T (CONT' D)
Aengus?

I NT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - AENGUS' S HOVE - BALCONY - MORNI NG

Brigit opens the bal cony doors and sees Aengus staring
directing into the norning sun. H's conpletion has becone



15.

unnaturally pale. Brigit, concerned, enbraces Aengus.

BRIG T (CONT' D)
Aengus! What has happened? Are you
sick? My lord how nuch did you drink
| ast night?

Aengus si ghs.

AENGUS
| didn't drink that nuch

BRIGT
You are sick Aengus.

Aengus gently pushes Brigit to the side and returns inside.
Brigit follows closely behind himwith a concerned

expr essi on.

I NT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - AENGUS HOVE - MORNI NG

Aengus noves to his birds and starts stroking them

AENGUS
"' mam not sick

BRIGT
You clearly are. You are as white as a
ghost. I will call a physician

i medi ety.

Brigit quickly rushes for a pen and paper. Aengus quickly
grabs the pen from her.

AENGUS
Brigit, I amnot sick and I don't need
to see a physician.

Brigit |ooks at Aengus. She frowns suddenly very worri ed.
BRIAT
You used to care a | ot nore about your
heal th. What is wong?

She opens her arns to enbrace him He |eans into the hug.

AENGUS
|"m not ready to accept the cause of
ny illness.

Brigit frowms and gently pulls away from Aengus and | ooks



16.

into his eyes tenderly.

BRRGT
You know what has caused this ill ness?

Aengus | ooks at Brigit tenderly and nods.
BRIG T (CONT' D)
|"msorry brother, but I can't sit by
while you are in such a state.

Aengus gives a smle.

AENGUS
Pl ease try.

Aengus suddenly turns serious, catching Brigit off guard.

AENGUS ( CONT' D)
And don't tell our nother.

| NT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - AENGUS S HOVE - M D DAY
There is a sudden knock at Aengus's door. He opens the door

to see Boann standing proudly at the door, with Brigit
avoi di ng Aengus's gaze and FERGNE who extends his hand.

FERGNE
Good day young prince. | have been
i nformed of your sudden illness and

have been tasked to renedy it.

AENGUS
VWhat ?

Aengus i s speechless. He glances at Brigit and frowns. Boann
steps inside to enbrace Aengus.

BOANN
My son why have you not informed ne of
this illness.

AENGUS

Mother | am not that sick

She ignores himand gently pushes Aengus away too | ook at
hi m She gasps.

BOANN ( CONT' D)
My heavens you are white as a ghost.
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She | ooks at Fergne and points at Aengus.

BOANN ( CONT' D)
Pl ease cure this.

Fergne nods. He pulls out a bag filled with tools. Aengus's
eyes widen at the tools.

AENGUS
No thank you | amquite alright.

BOANN
Nonsense, | ook at you.

Aengus rolls his eyes at himnother. Brigit |eans towards
Aengus' s ear.

BRIGT
|'"'mso sorry brother, | was concerned
about your health.

AENGUS
You shoul d be concerned about you're
heal th when | get ny hands on you.

BRIGAT
| did say sorry.

Brigit gives a wicked smle
BRI A T (CONT' D)
But | wll enjoy seeing a few needles
i mpal i ng your skin.

Aengus' s eyes w den.

AENGUS
Don't you--

BOANN
Fergne is the hi ghest respected
physician for mles.

Boan smles sweetly at Brigit and Aengus.
BOANN ( CONT' D)
Don't worry Aengus we will cure this
i1l ness quickly.

Boann turns to Brigit and notions Brigit to join her out of
Fergne's way. Fergne steps in front of Aengus and sm | es.
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AENGUS
What tests are you going to do?

Fergne sm | es again.

FERGNE
For now, nothing, I'mjust going to
study your novenents.

Aengus is confused as Fergne stares at him Aengus frowns
staring back at Fergne. There is a long silence and Aengus
instinctively | ooks away.

FERGNE
You are | ovesi ck.

Aengus straightens, immedi ately defensive.

AENGUS
| am not | ovesi ck.

Aengus gl ances at Brigit and Boann anxiously. Fergne slowy
shakes hi s head.

FERGNE
|"'man expert in ny field. You are
| ovesi ck.

Aengus stares at Fergne, horrified.

FERGNE ( CONT' D)
VWho i s she?

Aengus | ooks and Boann and Brigit as they look on in
surprise. Aengus hesitates.

AENGUS
A girl, she was in a dream pool and
heard me si ngi ng.

Boann and Brigit are speechl ess.

BOANN
There are only two existing dream
pool s on record in our books.

Boann | ooks around the room and approaches Aengus.
BOANN ( CONT' D)

Aengus what is her nane. W need to
find her and cure your | ovesick.
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Aengus drops his dead. A single tear traces down his face.

Boann'

s expression falls.

BOANN ( CONT' D)
VWhat did she | ook |ike?

Aengus pauses for a noment.

AENGUS
She was the nost beautifull girl | had
ever seen.

Aengus stands up al nost reliving the nonent.

AENGUS ( CONT' D)
Her skin was silver |ike the noon her
hair was | ong and golden |ike the sun.
Her eyes. ..

Aengus pauses thinking back.

AENGUS ( CONT' D)
Her eyes were as green and wild as the
unt amed forests.

Brigit sheds a tear, watching as Aengus's colour slowy fades

away.
| NT -

Boann
t akes

Dagda

Boann

Dagda

THE GOLDEN CI TY - ROYAL CHAMBERS - EVEN NG

enters the room and sees Dagda reading letters'. She
a deep breath and hesitantly approaches Dagda.

BOANN
My | ove.

smles and turns to Boann.

DAGDA
Yes, | ove?

takes a seat near Dagda and si ghs.

DAGDA ( CONT' D)
Are you about to tell ne about Aengus?

BOANN
You know about that already?

sml|es sweetly at Boann.



DAGDA
| know about everything in this city.

BOANN
WIl you hel p?

Dagda frowns and stares and Boann.

DAGDA
Way woul d I hel p? You and hi m heard
what | said that norning. He needs to
cl ean up, stop drinking, stop with al
the | ocal wonen and be of use to this
city and its people.

Boan stands up suddenly of f ended.

BOANN
He is not as an awful person as you
make himout to be. He is just being
young- -

DAGDA
And stupid. My |ove inmagi ne how many
chil dren he has unknowi ngly fathered.
It is a mracle no woman has cl ai ned
that a child is his.

BOANN
St op speaki ng about himlike that,

Boann becones enotional and Dagda sighs. He gently hol ds
Boann' s hand.

DAGDA
l|"msorry nmy love, but I'mnot going
to help himwhen there is a chance he
will go back to his lifestyle before.

BOANN
He won't. You would believe it if you
were there and heard the way he spoke
about her. Her skin and hair... it was
beautiful and | honestly believe that
she coul d change hi mand nake him
better once we find her.

Dagda cl enches his fists.

DAGDA
| can't help you find her.
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Boann i s shocked and angry.

BOANN
After everything you heard and what
I"'mtelling you. You still won't do

anything to help find this girl.

DAGDA
| can't help you find her because |
know who she is.

Boann falls silent. Dadga gets up and sets the letters down.
He i s exhausted and stressed. Boann stares at Dagda,
patiently waiting for himto explain.

DAGDA ( CONT' D)
White skin, golden hair, green eyes
and had access to a dream pool.

He sighs.

DAGDA ( CONT' D)
Her nane is Caer and she is the only
daughter of Ethal Anbuail, King of
Si d.

Boann's mouth falls ajar. Dagda lets out a stressful chuckle.

BOANN
VWhat is your relationship like with
Et hal Anbuail ?

DAGDA
Not good unfortunately. He can be
dangerous as he has a strong arny
capabl e of defeating our own. He al so
has a very bad tenper.

Boann | ooks worri ed.

BOANN
So what does this nean?

DAGDA
It means that | need to find strong
friends in order to pressurize Ethal
Anbuail to willingly let his daughter
be with Aengus with no future
retaliation fromhimand his arny.

Boann junps up suddenly happy.



22.

BOANN
You wi Il hel p Aengus?

Dagda | ooks at Boann | ovingly.

DAGDA
| wll help on the condition that |
see a change in Aengus.

I NT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - ROYAL STABLES - MORNI NG

After 9 nonths Aengus hasn't had a drop of al cohol or had
spoken to another |ocal woman ever since seeing Caer. Hi s
health had slowly worsened as colour in his skin, hair and
eyes has dull ed. Aengus has been seen hel pi ng the | ocal

busi nesses and has been working in the royal stables tending
to the horses.

Dagda wal ks into the stables and sees Aengus groom ng one of
t he horses.

DAGDA
Aengus?

Aengus nmonentarily stops groom ng and kneel s before Dagda.
Dagda notions Aengus to rise and Aengus resunes groom ng.

AENGUS
Good norni ng Dagda.

Dagda nods hi s head.

DAGDA
When did you arrive?

AENGUS
| woke before the sun

Dagda awkwardly nods his head and | ooks around the stabl es.
Noticing how clean the stables are.

DAGDA
| found her.

Aengus stops and slowy turns around to |l ook at Dagda in the
eyes.

DAGDA ( CONT' D)
| can take you to see her.

Aengus takes in a shaky breath.
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EXT - A LAKE QUTSIDE OF SID - M D DAY

Dagda and Aengus wears dark clothes in order to blend in with
t he dense vegetation surrounding the | ake. Dagda and Aengus
craw through think grass and over a small nound and see a
clear blue | ake. There are a fewgirls in the water and they
all have silver neckl aces.

Aengus's eyes are scanning all the girls, looking frantically
for one. He suddenly stops and points to a girl in a white
dress siting on the bank. Her hair is |ong and gol den.

Dagda wat ches Aengus just stare at her.
DAGDA

Her nanme is Caer, she is the only
daughter of Ethal Anbuail of Sid.

Aengus turns towards Dagda.

AENGUS
| want to hold her.

Aengus' s eyes show sorrow. Dagda puts a conforting hand on
Aengus' s shoul der.

DAGDA
Not now.

Aengus sighs and crawl s away.

AENGUS
Way bring me here?

Dagda fol | ows Aengus.

DAGDA
To show you that she is here and that
| will help you be with her.

Aengus suddenly stops, confused, and | ooks at Dagda.

AENGUS
Wy ?

Dagda pauses, gl ances back at Caer and turns back to Aengus.
DAGDA

Because now, | know how deeply you
| ove her.



Aengus falls quiet for a noment. He sits upright and the

grass and Dagda does the sane.

AENGUS
So this is what | ove is?

Dagda qui ckly shakes his head.

DAGDA
No Aengus all that pain you are
feeling is longing and | oneli ness.

Aengus | ooks up at the trees.

AENGUS
So then what is | ove.

DAGDA
The interaction you had with Caer when
you two first net.

AENGUS
How woul d you know i f that was | ove or
| onel i ness.

Dagda | ooks tenderly at Aengus.

DAGDA
| know it was | ove because how you
described it was how | would have
described it if it was me and your
not her.

AENGUS
What about Bodb Derg, Cermait and
Aed' s not her?

Dagda runs a hand through his hair and sighes.

DAGDA
Qur relationship was nore politica
than romantic. That is why | married
your nother, because | could't live
wi t hout her and wanted her by ny side
forever.

Aengus | ooks at the ground and sm | es.

AENGUS
Then | do | ove Caer.

24.
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I NT - CONNACHT - THRONE ROOM - AFTERNOON

Dagda travel s to Connacht a city at a close distance to Sid.
He wal ks into Connacht Throne room King AlLILL and Queen
MAEVE are seated on their thrones. Dagda marches in and
kneel s. Maeve sm | es.

MAEVE
Ri se friend.

Dagda smles at her and Ailil

DAGDA
You | ook well ny friend and you too
Allill.
Ailill gives a respectful nod to Dagda.
Al LILL

What brings you here?

Dagda's smle slowy fades away.

DAGDA
| have conme to ask a favor
Ailill and Maeve exchange confused | ooks.
MAEVE

Forgive nme friend, but you are a
powerful man with a prosperous city
what coul d you possibly ask of us?

DAGDA
It is amlitary favor.

Al LI LL
W will not be participating in war--

Maeve rai ses her had and silences Alill.

MAEVE
What hel p do you need?

DAGDA
My youngest, Aengus, has fallen
| ovesick for Caer of Sid.

Maeve nods, understandingly.
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MAEVE
You want our help to pressure himinto
willingly et her be with your son.
DAGDA

And possibly prevent himfrom |l ashing
out in the future.

MAEVE
| understand ny friend. You are w se
to seek help fromus.

She | ooks lovingly at Ailill and turns back to Dagda.

MAEVE ( CONT' D)
We of fer our help.

| NT - CONNACHT - THRONE ROOM - MORNI NG
A MESSENGER arrives in the throne room He stand up straight.

MVESSENGER
Your Majesty, this nessage is
of fensive to you. Do you still want to
hear it?

MAEVE
Pr oceed.

MESSENGER
Et hal Anbuail says that he will never
all ow his daughter to be with any son
of Dagda.

The roomfalls silent.

Al LILL
Did you tell himthat if he refused
the arny of Connacht and The ol den
Cty will march to his city?

The swal | ows nervously and nods. Ailill rolls his eyes.

Al LILL
| thought we weren't going to war?

MAEVE
Soneti nes we have to.

Ailill stands up and | ooks at Dagda.



Maeve falls silent and waits for

Al LILL
Is this what you wanted, innocent
bl ood to be spilled all in order for

your son to have a wonman?

Dagda' s response. Dagda

takes in a confident breath and steps forward proudly.

DAGDA
| f you are asking me if | would shed
bl ood to ensure the happi ness of ny
son? After he endured such a heart-
ache that he has lost life in his
skin, hair and eyes, then yes. | would
sl aught er whoever | have to, to nake
t hat happen.

27.

Dagda stares at Ailill defiantly. Alill glances at Mueve.
Maeve notions Ailill to sit down. Ailill frowns, but sits
back down.
MAEVE
My friend we don't want war.
DAGDA
If ny son dies from being | ovesick
there will be a war. The only

difference is that with you we wl|l
W n.

Silence falls in the room Maeve expression softens.

MAEVE
We don't have children of our own,
yet, so we are unable to understand.

Maeve gently takes hold of Ailill's hand. She smles and

Alill

ki sses her hand.

Al LILL
What ever you choose, ny | ove.

Maeve sm | es and turns back to Dagda.

Alill

MAEVE
W will help you and march with you
into Sid.

nods hi s head.
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EXT - SID - AFTERNOON

Just outside Sid's walls Dagda and Maeve march forwards wth
their two armes foll ow ng behind them They stop just
outside the gates. Maeve npotions a nessenger on a horse and
t he messenger enters the gates.

MAEVE
| have made it very clear that this is
his final warning to negotiate with us
or be storned.

Dagda frowns and | ooks seriously towards Sid.

DAGDA
| don't think he will listen. He woul d
rat her have people die than step down
t o anyone.

MAEVE

| have dealt with proud nmen before.

DAGDA
Oh really? How did that go?

Maeve sm | ed.

MAEVE
| seized his city and married him
Dagda | aughs.
DAGDA
You are still very anusing.
MAEVE

' m al ways anusi ng.

Dagda noti ces novenent. He notions Maeve to watch as the
nmessenger approaches. The nmessenger approaches, however he
didn't | ook hopeful.

MAEVE
What has he deci ded?
MVESSENGER
Your majesty, he... he has refused.

Maeve cl enches her fists. She turns to Dagda, now concer ned.
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DAGDA
| still want to do this.

Maeve sighs but gives a stong nod. She turns to face the
t roops.

MAEVE
My warriors! Ethal Anbuail has refused
t he peaceful path! Now we shall show
hi mout strength so that he may never
go agai nst our reign!

The two armes rhythmically hit their shields and arns. Maeve
rai ses her sword and charges into battle with Dagda by her
side. They stormthrough the city walls and battle with Sid's

arny.

Dagda slices at the eneny and naneuvers the horse to keep
ot hers at bay before slicing at them next.

DAGDA
"' m going to push inside.

Maeve slices three enem es and noves towards Dagda.

MAEVE
Il will join you, ny friend.

INT - SID S CASTLE - AFTERNOON

Dagda and Maeve storminto the castle with sonme troops
foll owi ng. Guards appear and try and stop the troops. Maeve
nmercilessly fights themoff. Dagda is surprised.

DAGDA
| thought you didn't want war?

Maeve chuckl es.

MAEVE
| don't like killing people for no
reason, however | do enjoy a good
battl e.

DAGDA

That is a contradi ction.

MAEVE
A queen who |ikes war wouldn't be on a
t hr one.
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Dagda | aughs and continues to fight off the guards, and
pushes forward. Maeve pushes forward w th Dagda.

INT - SID S THRONE ROOM - AFTERNOON

Dagda and Maeve make it through the throne roomw th two
troops behind them ETHAL ANBUAIL is on this throne, enraged.
Si x guards are standing around the throne to protect him

ETHAL ANBUAI L
Are you satisfied with all this bl ood
shed?

Maeve steps forward, she raises her sword towards Ethal
Enbuail in a threatening way.

MAEVE
We gave you plenty of chances to
prevent this outcone.

Et hal Anbuail stands up.

ETHAL ANBUAI L
War was never neant to be an outcone.

MAEVE
But yet, it was.

Dagda steps forward.

DAGDA
Al l ow Caer to be with Aengus.

Et hal Anbuail scoffs.
ETHAL ANBUAI L
| will never peacefully allow ny
daughter to be with your youngest
br at .
Dagda stares down at Ethal Anbuail

DAGDA
He is no |l onger a young brat.

Et hal Anbuail |aughs and sits down.

ETHAL ANBUAI L
You expect nme to believe that?



DAGDA
Wien he is slowy dying each day
wi t hout her, vyes.

ETHAL ANBUAI L
That is not ny problem

Dagda cl enches his fits and threateningly steps forward.

DAGDA
Et hal Anbuail! It is fate. Allowthis
and | et there be peace.

Et hal Anbuail bites at his nails nervously.

ETHAL ANBUAI L
| can't |et that happen.

DAGDA
Wy ?

ETHAL ANBUAI L
Because she has power of her own, her
human year is about to end and | don't
have the power to nake her stay and be
wi th Aengus.

Dagda i s shocked.

DAGDA
What do you nmean?

Et hal Anbuil | ooks at Dagda understandi ngly.

ETHAL ANBUAI L
If it is fated for ny Caer to be with
Aengus then you wll have to wait
anot her year- -

Dagda' s expression falls to worry.

DAGDA
My son m ght not have a year

ETHAL ANBUAI L
The you nust hurry to the | ake, south

fromhere. She will soon take the form
of a swan and | eave these |ands for a
year.

Dagda bolts towards the throne room doors.

31.
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DAGDA
Maeve ensure a peace treaty is signed!

Dagda | eaves.
EXT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - AFTERNOON

Dagda charges into the city on horse back. He sees two GUARDS
and gall ops up to them

DAGDA
Where i s Aengus.

GUARD
Your mej esty, he has been in the
st abl es since--

DAGDA
Thank you.

Dagda gallops into the royal stables. Disnmounts and bolts
i nsi de.

I NT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - ROYAL STABLES - AFTERNOON

Aengus is startled as Dagda rushes in and grabs himby the
arm Aengus cries out in pain and Dagda | ets go, | ooking
i ncreasingly worried.

DAGDA
Aengus we must go to the | ake now. She
wi || disappear in the [ate hours and
return after a year.

Aengus is stunned by the sudden information. Aengus quickly
struggles to junp onto the back of one of the nearest horses.

AENGUS
Lets go.

Dagda doesn't waste tinme and bolts out the stable doors with
Aengus fol |l ow ng.

EXT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - AFTERNOON

Dagda i mredi ately nounts his horse and gall ops out the city.
Aengus, riding bare-back struggles to hold hinself steady,
but keeps pace behi nd Dagda.

DAGDA
We nust hurry to the | ake.
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Aengs wat ches in awe as Dagda gallops through the city.

AENGUS
You really did it.

DAGDA
D d what ?

AENGUS
Fi nd her.

Dagda gi ves an awkward chuckl e.

DAGDA
| actually knew the whole tine, just
wanted to see if you were serious
about her.

Aengus expression falls abruptly, but gives a small smle,
shacki ng hi s head.

EXT - A LAKE QUTSIDE OF SID - LATE AFTERNCON

Dagda and Aengus arrive at the | ake. Aengus quickly disnounts
and rushes to the bank. There is a large group of swans wth
silver neckl aces. Aengus |ooks around frantically over the

| ake. He suddenly freezes staring at one swan. Aengus junps
forward al nost stepping into the | ake.

AENGUS
Caer!!

Caer, in the formof a swan, turns in the water. She slowy
swi ns towards him Aengus watches in anticipation as Caer
stops a few feet away fromhim She | ooks at him

i nquisitively.

CAER
Funny boy?

Aengus licks his lips nervously. Slowy colour returns to his
skin, hair and eyes.

AENGUS
Yes. Pl ease step out of the water,
Caer.

Caer | ooks back at the other swans then at Aengus.

CAER
On the condition you will allow ne to
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return to the water when | w sh

AENGUS
Whenever you wish, | prom se.

Caer | ooks at the water and very slowy steps out of the
wat er. She shakes her feathers and | ooks up at Aengus.

CAER
You probably weren't expecting to see
me |ike this?

Aengus smles. He | eans down and pl aces his forehead agai nst
hers.

AENGUS
Coul d be worse.

CAER
How so?

AENGUS

You coul d have been just a fignent of
nmy i magi nation.

Aengus's eyes are full of colour as he | ooks down into Caer's
eyes.

CAER
Maybe | am you never know.

AENGUS
Oh, you have devel oped a sense of
hunor now?

Caer | aughs.

CAER
A funny girl needs a funny boy.

Aengus's eyes |ight up.

AENGUS
You need nme?

Caer pauses for a nonent and | ooks deeply into Aengus's eyes.

CAER
Do you need ne?
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AENGUS
| have been needi ng you ever since we
met .

Caer giggles and turns away fromhim waddling al ong the
bank.

CAER
You are conming on a bit strong there.

Aengus foll ows beside her.

AENGUS
Don't you feel it?
CAER
Feel what ?
AENGUS
This feeling between us. I'mdrawn to

you, | feel like I'"'mslowy dying
wi t hout you.

Caer stares at Aengus for a nonment and | ooks out towards the
| ake.

CAER
| don't know how to respond to that.

AENGUS
You don't have to.

He | ooks at her desperately.

AENGUS ( CONT' D)
Just please tell ne you feel the sane.

Caer sighs and turns back towards Aengus.

CAER
| wish you cane sooner. | have to
| eave soon and | can't stay. |'m

i ncapabl e of doing so.
She | ooks at her wi ngs and back at Aengus pl eadi ngly.
CAER ( CONT' D)

| refuse to stay with you |like this.
You can't marry a bird--
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AENGUS
Watch ne.

Caer gives a light chuckle.

CAER
| won't let that happen. Wien | return
| wll marry you

Aengus gasps and kneels to Caer.

AENGUS
You will marry nme?

CAER
| don't see other boys lining up to
marry a duck.

Aengus | aughs with Caer.

AENGUS
Any man woul d be happy to nmarry a
beauti ful swan |ike you.

Caer sm | es.

AENGUS ( CONT' D)
Pl ease wal k with ne.

Caer | aughs, wadeling in front of Aengus.

CAER
| don't walk ,1 waddl e.

Aengus sm |l es and wal ks besi de her.

EXT - A LAKE QUTSIDE OF SID - EVEN NG

Aengus and Caer are wal king along the bank of the | ake. Caer
and Aengus are | aughing. Suddenly one of the swans calls.

Caer's smle fades. She sighs and turns towards Aengus who,
too, has lost his smle.

CAER
| have to go. It is time for us to
fly.

AENGUS
So you will really only return next

year.
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Caer nods her head.

CAER
WIIl you be okay?

Aengus shakes hi s head.

AENGUS
Il will try to be.

CAER
Don't die when |I'm gone.

Caer gives a weak smle and Aengus only | ooks at her with
growing grief in his eyes.

CAER

Pl ease don't look at nme |ike that.
AENGUS

| can't help it. |I have fallen so

deeply in love with you.

Caer doesn't respond. She slowy steps into the water. Aengus
only wat ches her swi mal ong the bank.

CAER
| guess this is goodbye then.

AENGUS
| guess.

Aengus | ooks at the other swans waiting for Caer. Caer | ooks
at Aengus.

CAER
Goodbye, Aengus Young.

Aengus | ooks at Caer as she turns and swi ns towards the other
swans. He watches, but he suddenly stands up and junps into
t he water.

CAER
Aengus, what are you doi ng?

The water reaches up to his knees and he is struggling as he
noves towards Caer.

AENGUS
| can't wait. |'ve waited for you for
three years, | don't think |I have the
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strength to wait for another.
Caer watches in amazenent as Aengus sw ns towards her

CAER
VWhat is the plan now?

Aengus swi ns around Caer. Caer can't take her eyes off him

AENGUS
| guess | have to follow you.

Caer shakes her head in confusion.

CAER
Fol | ow ne where?

Aengus | ooks into the sky. He smles and allows hinself to
sink to the bottomof the | ake. Caer watches the water
wai ting for Aengus to return.

CAER
Aengus? Aengus?

Caer paces above the water worried. She glances at the other
swans. The ot her swans are concerned.

Suddenly a bl ack swan bursts through the surface of the
wat er. Caer and the other swans are startled. The bl ack swan
shakes off the water and swins directly to Caer.

CAER
Aengus?

The bl ack swan sm | es.

AENGUS
In the feathered fl esh

Caer circles Aengus in awe.

CAER
How did you do that?

Aengus nuzzles into Caer's |ong neck.
AENGUS
The god of |ove can grant the deepest
wi sh of |over's.

Caer stares into Aengu's eyes.
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CAER
You chose to give up your life here to
be with ne.

Aengus sm | es.

AENGUS
W thout a second thought.

The ot her swans start maki ng noi ses. Caer |ooks at them and
turns back towards Aengus. She smles brightly.

CAER
Ready to take flight?

AENGUS
| don't know howto fly |I've been a
swan for only a few m nutes.

Caer | aughs with Aengus. She turns and extends her w ngs.
Aengus does the sane.

CAER
Lets go.

Caer takes flight and Aengus takes flight after her then the
ot her swans join themafter. They ascend into the sky. Caer
circles Aengus with ease.

CAER ( CONT' D)
Pl ease sing ne a happy song now.

Aengus | ooks at her |ovingly.

AENGUS
Anyt hi ng for you.

Aengus begins to sing. The other swans watch and listen. Caer
flies close to Aengus, occasionally resting her head |ovingly
on Aengus's neck as they fly. Aengus sings as they fly over
The Golden City. Aengus sml es.

I NT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - CORRI DOR - EVEN NG

Boann and Brigit are |leaning on the banister. Brigit |ooks up
and sees a flock of swans flying over. Suddenly Boann and
Brigit hear the song and | ook up.

BRRIAT
That' s Aengus.
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Boann begins to cry. She w pes away her tears as she
struggles to | ook at the swans.

BOANN
He's happy. My boy is happy.

Brigit throws a conforting armover Boann as they watch the
swans fly over the city.

EXT - THE GOLDEN CI TY - CASTLES PRI VATE BAR - EVEN NG

Lugus finishes off his beer and sees the swans. Suddenly he
hears the song too. He bursts into | aughter and raises his
beer to the sky.

LUGUS
She was the one for you ny friend!

He qui ckly downs his beer |aughing and waving at the passing
swans.

INT - SID S THRONE ROOM - EVEN NG

Et hal Anbuaill | ooks outside his w ndow. WAtching guards
cl ean up the devastation of the earlier battle. He sighs and
| ooks at the sky.

ETHAL ANBUAI L
As | ong as you're happy Caer.

He turns and sits back into his throne. The roomis enpty and
he i s al one.

I NT - CONNACHT - THRONE ROOM - MORNI NG

Maeve and Ailill sit patiently in their thrones. Suddenly
Dagda marches in with a tender smle. Maeve stands smling.
MAEVE
And, what of the young couple?
Dagda sml e
DAGDA
They just flew over The Golden City. |
bel i eve Aengus and Caer will |ive out

their loves in endl ess happi ness.

MAEVE
He sound a lot |ike a younger you.
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Maeve sm | es and Dagda | aughs.

DAGDA
He really turned out exactly like ne.

FADE TO BLACK.
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